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Scholar and Mentor Abstract and Goals 

Dimeji Abidoye 
Stacy Tantum, Dept. of Electrical 
and Computer Engineering, 
Duke 

Life on the frontier: a hands on observation of starting and running a firm in an emerging 
market 
Through my conversations with many entrepreneurs, I have learned that while everything is a 
variable in the first few months of operation, regardless of the type of market in which the firm is 
established, this uncertainty is increased manifold in emerging markets. I hope someday to 
serially facilitate the establishment of technological firms in emerging markets, as a result this 
summer will be spent obtaining a first hand understanding of the challenges that face a brand 
new business in an emerging market. Further I plan to contextualize the experience by working 
for a vastly different firm, Oliver Wyman, to see what similarities and differences there are in 
operation and execution. 
Goals 
1. Have a clearer picture of my entrepreneurship goals for the future.  What problems annoy me 
the most about frontier markets, and how can I solve that problem while making positive impact 
and profit.  
2. Expand my Lagos professional network.  
3. Have a better understanding of what running a successful startup in Lagos takes.   

Rachel Anderson 
Sarah Russell, Global and Civic 
Opportunities, Duke 

Studying Place as Text: Human Rights Research in Europe and Beyond 
As a Humanity in Action Fellow in Berlin this summer, I will explore national histories of 
discrimination and resistance and learn about different models of social action through visits to 
sites such as government agencies, non-profit and community organizations, museums and 
memorials. In the weeks following the fellowship, I will continue to research human rights 
independently. Based on my findings, I will develop a hands-on social justice initiative, using the 
tools I gain from my fellowship as a way to transition from educational inquiry to civic action. 
Goals 
1. Engagement – During the summer I will develop an Action Project, which is a social justice 
initiative that I will implement in the year following my Humanity in Action Fellowship. I hope to 
find a human rights issue that will inspire my future development as a leader. 
2. Community – I hope to join an international network of fellows committed to driving social 
change that I may draw upon in the future as I implement my Action Project and future social 
justice projects. 
3. Flexibility – I decided to leave the weeks following my fellowship unplanned so that I would be 
able to continue my human rights studies on my own. 

Anne Burke Baldridge 
Hannelore Jarausch, Dept. of 
French, UNC 

An Exploration of European Financial Centers’ Competitiveness 
Does membership in the Eurozone prevent a European financial center from competing at the 
highest level internationally?  To answer this question, I will travel to European financial centers 
to examine how the use, or lack thereof, of the euro impacts three determinants of financial 
center strength: the ability to attract human capital, the access to international financial 
markets, and the business environment reputation. Focusing on these indicators, I will interview 
professors, businesspeople, and government officials to hear their thoughts on their financial 
center’s global competitiveness and the role that the euro plays in framing it.  
Goals 
1. To learn about the finance industry in Europe within the context of its broader economic 

relations. 
2. To establish and maintain a set of European contacts in academia and the finance industry.  
3. To learn about the cultural differences that distinguish the business environment in Europe 

from that of the United States. 

James Band 
Jane Healey, Australian Rural 

Gresham Private Equity & Australian Child Cancer Foundation 
My summer will be divided into two projects. The first part will be a comprehensive internship at 



Leaders Fund Gresham Private Equity Group in Sydney, Australia. Here I will be working as a financial analyst, 
aiding the corporate advisory division with their mergers and acquisitions occurring over the 
period of my internship. The second part of my summer will be with the Australian Child Cancer 
Foundation, where I will be working with the fundraising division, with a focus on corporate and 
large-event fundraising for the charity. 
Goals 
1. Develop financial analysis skills at Gresham Private Equity that I will be able to transfer to my 
next summer and post-college life.  
2. Grow a large number of connections for my personal network of advisors from my experiences 
at both Gresham Private Equity and the Australian Child Cancer Foundation. I hope to use these 
connections for my next summer as well as to be sources of advise for me in the future. 
3. To create opportunities for both the Robertson Scholarship to have future scholars to work in 
the organizations I will be working with. 

Joseph Calder 
Omid Safi, Dept. of Religious 
Studies, UNC 

Internship with UNICEF – CEE-CIS 
I will be working UNICEF Central and Eastern Europe – Confederation of Independent States to 
help create a database of social work related resources in 21 Central, Eastern and Post-Soviet 
countries. My work will be situated in Geneva, Switzerland at the UNICEF offices. Hopefully I will 
be able to create a smaller database specifically catered to Syrian refugees living in Europe . 
Goals 
1. Become familiar with the diplomatic and NGO community in Geneva 
2. Develop a connection with someone who can help me do field work with refugees next 
summer  
3. Develop my Arabic speaking abilities 

Thomas Cole 
David Brunell, independent 
consultant 

IndoChina Capital  
I will be working at IndoChina Capital in Southern Vietnam in their renewable energy division. I 
will experience full professional and cultural immersion in South East Asia and will make an 
impact in this unfamiliar environment. Following that, I will return to London for August, where I 
will undertake a short internship at Oliver Wyman Consulting 
Goals 
1. Obtain a greater understanding of renewable energy, the emerging markets and the investment 
industry.  
2. Take on greater responsibilities than I would otherwise have I n an internship in a Western 
country, and feel as though I have made a visible impact.  
3. Make lasting connections with the people and culture of Vietnam and re-establish connections 
in London.  

Jamal Edwards 
Kearsley Stewart, Global Health 
Institute, Duke 

Robertson Exploration Summer 

Nadine Goldberg 
Zoila Airall, Student Affairs, Duke 

Exploring Student Affairs at Dartmouth College 
I will be interning at two offices at Dartmouth College: the Office of Pluralism and Leadership and 
the William Jewett Tucker Foundation, which focuses on service, spirituality, and social change. 
Goals 
1. Confirm my interest in pursuing a career in student affairs through first-hand experience 
2. Expand my understanding of the field and of how one can make an impact in it through 
conversations with the student affairs professionals around me 

Pranav Haravu 
David Boyd, Global Health 
Institute, Duke 

Ayurveda to Startups: Documenting Healthcare Delivery in India 
India lives between the old and new—recognizing Ayurveda, Unani, Sidha, and bio-medicine all 
as acceptable forms of healing. Traditional medicine flourishes alongside medical start-ups 
changing the landscape of modern health care delivery. Through photographic and written 
documentation, ultimately culminating in a self-published book, Jacob and I hope to track the 
role of traditional medicine in India. Additionally, we will work with IPIHD, a support system for 
medical start-ups, to learn more about new health care delivery, creating promotional videos. 
Our book and our videos will serve as an example of our own new learning and a portal into 
Indian medicine. 
Goals 
1. Document the role traditional medicine plays in healthcare delivery for non-curable diseases 
in various regions of India compared to biomedicine, covering aspects such as patient choice, 
regulation, pharmaceutical and herbal drug production networks, and the cultural factors unique 



to traditional medicine systems.  
2. Provide IPIHD and Vatsaalya with high quality promotional videos to help them procure grant 
funding. 
3. Learn and explore a broader sense of medicine and healing, as well as greatly improve my 
photography and documentary skills  

AJ Hatzis 
Richard Vernon, Dept. of 
Portuguese, UNC 

Open Democracy Advice Centre (ODAC) Legal Intern 
I will be researching and assisting ODAC as a legal intern in the field of human rights and freedom 
of speech. It will involve a lot of research on policy issues as well as potentially working with 
government departments.  
Goals 
1. Investigate whether Law is a viable career option for me by asking the people that work for 
ODAC as well as asking any interns that may be at Law School while I am there. 
2.  Make a strong impact into whatever role I end up in at ODAC 
3. Investigate life in Cape Town and South Africa as an up-and-coming country that still has many 
structural issues. 

Fedor Kossakovsky 
Gabrielle Calvocoressi, Dept. of 
English and Comparative 
Literature, UNC 

A Creative Look at Science 
I believe that a solid understanding of science empowers people to believe in themselves and to 
develop new ideas. I am still waiting on a response from Science Friday, but no matter if I end up 
in New York or Uganda, I will use and further develop my creative writing skills in order to 
communicate science to a lay audience. In Uganda I will work with FSD to create easy-to-use kits 
to distribute solar panel technology and in NYC I will help curate their website and, hopefully, 
write copy and pitch story ideas that would be broadcast on air. 
Goals 
1. Develop my voice as a creative science writer 
2. Provide accessible writing on science to empower the reader 
3. Take more personal initiative on aspects of projects I feel passionate about 

Joanna Kuang 
Heather Settle, Global and Civic 
Opportunities, Duke 

Global Perspectives on Social Entrepreneurship 
My Exploration Summer consists of three components. First, I will be returning to the Mississippi 
Delta, and helping the Sunflower County Freedom Project improve and renovate their nutrition 
and fitness program. For the next seven weeks, I will be working in the city center of Sao Paulo, 
Brazil, at SMZTO, a holding company for multi-sectoral franchisees that add innovative and 
creative value to their market. This is through the Connect Fellows program at Duke. For the last 
six weeks, I will be based in the Triangle area in North Carolina, taking a summer course in 
mathematics. At the same time, I will be engaging in research with UNC’s School of Public Health, 
and interning at the Center for Environmental Farming Systems with either their FoodCorps 
program or their partnership with Firsthand Foods, a local meat distributor. 
Goals 
1. Learn new skills I have yet to explore, specifically business and management skills that 

would directly apply to working in private industry, because I have the most experience 
working with non-profits and would love to experience other sectors, to decide what 
industry I want to work in when I am older. 

2. Go somewhere I would not normally go had I not had the Robertson summer opportunities, 
to gain a global perspective and understand cultures different from my own. I think this will 
make me a better leader in the future, because I will have the ability to empathize with 
other cultures. 

3. Engage with parts of myself I do not get to engage during the academic year. Specifically, I 
would like to reflect, focus on personal health, and gain independence. 

Abdul Latif 
Abdullah Antepli, Muslim 
Chaplin, Duke Divinity School 

Critical Muslim Dialogue and Qasid Arabic 
This Summer I hope to attend an advance Islamic Studies Summer School in Granada, Spain 
where I will network and learn from Europe’s Islamic Studies and De-colonial Studies Experts. 
Thereafter I will learn Modern Standard and Classical Arabic in Amman, Jordan to help with both 
my religious goals and career goals. In Amman, I will volunteer with local Refugee Aid 
organizations to give back to community and positively utilize my new Arabic knowledge. 
Goals 
1.Engage in serious soul searching- i.e. focus on extinguishing the ego in new environments and 
determining the direction of my career goals. 
2. Reach an Advanced level of Islamic Studies and network with top intellectuals in the field. 
3. Reach an Advanced level of Arabic and develop an appreciation for Middle Eastern Cultures. 



Daniel Lim 
David Brunell, independent 
consultant 

Exploring Finance in South-East Asia 
I propose to work as a summer analyst at Indochina Capital, which is a private equity firm in 
Vietnam with divisions including renewable resources, real estate investments and a financial 
advisory branch. My position would be in the renewable resources division located in Ho Chi 
Minh City. I would primarily be responsible for evaluating the profitability and feasibility of 
specific investment deals and preparing PowerPoint presentations and pitch books for potential 
deals. I hope to gain a well-informed knowledge of the financial industry in South-East Asia and 
also explore the processes that developing economies go through to achieve growth. 
Goals 
1. Networking 
2. Developing Skillset 
3. Enhancing Market Knowledge of the Region  

Evan Lumbra 
Robyn Hadley, UNC General 
Alumni Association 

Accelerace and the Next Step Challenge 
Accelerace is a Denmark-based internationally focused business development organization with 
a particular desire to support the ideas of tomorrow through the Next Step Challenge 
competition. My project contributes to that mission by working with the Accelerace team to 
attract the best talent by effectively marketing the Next Step Challenge opportunity to 
international start-ups. This not only fosters success for the most creative and driven 
entrepreneurs, but it also promotes innovation to progress technological development and to 
solve the world’s environmental and social issues. This experience would allow me to explore a 
unique Danish culture and the world of entrepreneurship, and also to further aspirations in 
business and skills as a leader. 
Goals 
1. Contribute to Accelerace organization’s and the Next Step Challenge’s recruitment of and 
exposure to new talent in order to create opportunities for start-ups and support the most 
innovative entrepreneurial ideas. 
2. Immerse myself within Danish culture and business environment. 
3. Gain skills for leadership and business that I will carry into my studies, my Launch summer, 
and my career. 

Sowmya Mangipudi 
Benjamin Meier, Dept. of Public 
Policy, UNC 

The End. A Cross-Cultural Analysis of End-of-Life Care, Aging, and Death 
The purpose of this project is to analyze specific end-of-life policies, citizens’ attitudes towards 
these policies, citizens’ personal views on the process of aging, and medical personnel’s attitudes 
from three countries outside of the U.S: The Netherlands, Senegal, and India. The project will 
span 9 weeks, and will have both a research component as well as a personal exploration 
component. The research component will primarily address the medical aspect of the project, 
relating to end-of-life care across health systems. The personal component includes recording 
interviews, stories, and conversations with local older adults and creating a visual and written 
record of these accounts.  
Goals 
1. I intend to gain a better understanding of the relationship between countries’ healthcare 
policies regarding end-of-life care and their practical impact upon the population. 
2. I hope to gain different perspectives on the physical, emotional, and cultural aspects of aging 
and death, and be able to share these perspectives with others.  
3. I intend to learn more about the research design and implementation process in a global 
setting.  

Tafadzwa Matika 
Josmell Perez, Multicultural 
Programs and Carolina Latina/o 
Collaborative, UNC  

Health Care:  Dabbling with the Pieces 
The purpose of this summer is to grow in my understanding of healthcare and myself. It is a two-
fold exploration that will manifest in a two-fold experience. The first experience will be 
volunteering at a Unite for Sigh Clinic in Ghana. The experience will give me hands on experience 
and a deeper understanding of the clinical side to health care. The second experience will be at a 
non-profit organization called Bantwana that works on providing a host of health care related 
services to orphaned children. It will allow me to gain an administrative perspective on how to 
lead a successful public health venture. 
Goals 
1. To explore and find out which area of healthcare I want to pursue as a career 
2. To give back and contribute to an underserved community by volunteering at clinic 
3.  To understand some of the dynamics and challenges of health care in Africa 

Mehul Mehta Explorations in Consulting Abroad and Non-Profit Education 



Krishna Srinivasan, Miracle 
Foundation 
 

This summer, I will be exploring two seemingly disparate spheres, financial consulting and non-
profit education work, to hone my passions and leadership skills that draw me to each of them. I 
will first be in London, working a consulting internship for Oliver Wyman that will hopefully equip 
me with the skills and experiences to confirm my interest in the field as well as position me for 
success moving forward. For the second half of my summer, I will be working in India for The 
Miracle Foundation, applying my experience in education at SCFP to students in orphanages 
across India to develop a vision for their education for the next five years. 
Goals 
1. I hope to contribute to the project I’m placed on in London this summer in a tangible, 
meaningful way and further develop concrete business skills. 
2. I hope to make significant progress on my work with the Miracle Foundation before arriving in 
India 

Grace Oathout 
Amy Unell,  Arts 
Entrepreneurship & Duke Silicon 
Valley, Duke 
 

New York City, New York 
“Girl Rising” is a film released in 2013 in association with The Documentary Group and Vulcan 
Productions. Since the production of their film, the group has received a lot of media attention 
and helped raise awareness about the benefits of educating women. Girl Rising offers several 
internships related to media, the ones that I have applied for include Social Media, Global 
Community Engagement, NGO Partnerships and Digital Media Intern. I’d have the opportunity to 
work closely with a media production group while engaging with an issue I care deeply about – 
gender inequality. 
Goals 
1. Learn about the media industry, particularly the business aspects. 
2. Expand my breadth of experiences with media, either internet or film-based. 
3. Have an impact with my work on raising awareness for women’s education. 

Nick Orr 
Stephen Smith, Dept. of African 
and African-American Studies, 
Duke 

Climbing and Non-profits in Nepal 
A visit to Nepal consisting of three components: first, a 30-day challenging hike to the base camp 
of the world’s highest peak, Mount Everest; second, an exploration of aid-work and non-profit 
potential and challenges in a developing country; finally, an exploration of a culture and part of 
the world to which New Zealanders feel a strong connection. 
Goals 
1. Return to New Zealand and Duke next year in top physical and mental shape. 
2. Understand opportunities and challenges for non-profits in Nepal and other developing 
countries 
3. Explore a culture that is very different from any that we have experienced before and come 
back with knowledge and an appreciation for these differences and an alternative way of life. 

Thomas Prebble 
Anne Light, Academic advising, 
Duke 

Climbing and Non-Profits in Nepal 
A visit to Nepal consisting of three components: first, a 30-day challenging hike to the base camp 
of the world’s highest peak, Mount Everest; second, an exploration of aid-work and non-profit 
potential and challenges in a developing country; finally, an exploration of a culture and part of 
the world to which New Zealanders feel a strong connection. 
Goals 
1. Return to New Zealand and Duke next year in top physical and mental shape. 
2. Understand opportunities and challenges for non-profits in Nepal and other developing 
countries 
3. Explore a culture that is very different from any that we have experienced before and come 
back with knowledge and an appreciation for these differences and an alternative way of life. 

Jacob Rosenberg 
Jeremy Grant Moulton, Dept. of 
Public Policy, UNC 

Ayurveda to Start-Ups: Documenting Health Care Delivery in India 
India lives between the old and new—recognizing Ayurveda, Unani, Sidha, and bio-medicine all 
as acceptable forms of healing. Traditional medicine flourishes alongside medical start-ups 
changing the landscape of modern health care delivery. Through photographic and written 
documentation, ultimately culminating in a self-published book, Pranav and I hope to track the 
role of traditional medicine in India. Additionally, we will work with IPIHD, a support system for 
medical start-ups, to learn more about new health care delivery, creating promotional videos. 
Our book and our videos will serve as an example of our own new learning and a portal into 
Indian medicine. 
Goals 
1. Document the role traditional medicine plays in healthcare delivery for non-curable diseases 
in various regions of India compared to biomedicine, covering aspects such as patient choice, 



regulation, pharmaceutical and herbal drug production networks, and the cultural factors unique 
to traditional medicine systems. 
2. Provide IPIHD and Vatsaalya with high quality promotional videos to help them procure grant 
funding. 
3. Gain concrete skills in filmmaking, travel writing and documenting traditional cultures. 

Sophia Sennett 
Victoria Szabo, Dept. of 
Information Science and 
Information Studies, Duke 

Internship at the Rockefeller Foundation, Asia Cities Climate Change Resiliency Network 
(ACCCRN) 
My Exploration Summer will consist of three and a half months working at the Rockefeller 
Foundation’s Asia Regional Office in Bangkok, Thailand. There I will contribute to the office’s 
Asian Cities Climate Change Resilience Network (ACCCRN) that creates urban projects by building 
dialogue and partnership between ten Southeast Asian cities. The position responsibilities 
include contributing to research, analysis, as well as coordination and administrative support as 
needed. I look forward to adding this experience to a long-standing passion for understanding 
how climate change impacts communities particularly in low-lying regions. 
Goals 
1. Learn about climate change and resiliency from the ten ACCCRN cities that collaborate in the 
network. 
2. Produce high quality deliverables for ACCCRN utilizing background from academic courses in 
visual and media studies, international development, environmental policy, and urban studies.   
3. Travel and explore spaces beyond the office to bridge culture and the arts with infrastructural 
and environmental challenges examined within the position.   

Jacqueline Slorach 
Jaqueline Pound, Dept. of 
French, Duke 

Exploration Summer—UN Investments 
On-the-ground liaison for UN member David Stillman’s organization, PPAF.  My primary duty will 
be working at the Batey Relief headquarters in Santo Domingo. I’ll be designing an Investment 
Business Plan to further develop their agricultural production as they’re in the critical stage of 
redesigning their production to meet self-sufficiency and profits. I will also be meeting with and 
assessing the organizations that PPAF is currently involved, reinforcing connections,  in the case 
of the Batey business plan project, and assessing possible new rapports. 
Goals 
1. Learn and refine skills pertaining to business plans, investments and professional writing 
2. Leave with an understanding of the needs 1

st
 hand of places such as Haiti and DR, and of how 

a multitude of organizations coordinate their individual expertise to help communities more 
efficiently 
3. Contribute tangible changes to the organizations I work with by using my own skill set and 
fresh perspective to the best of my ability and with my utmost effort. This will most likely be in 
the form of the Batey business plan. I want to leave this summer knowing that my time was 
valuable not just to me, but also to others. 

James Smith 
Jeremy Petranka,  Dept. of 
Economics, UNC 

Social Entrepreneurship Internship with Hybrid Social Solutions/Stiftung Solarenergie 
Foundation Philippines 
I will be spending the summer interning with an award-winning social entrepreneurship venture 
and its partner non-profit. HSSi is a for-profit business but offers a “hybrid chain” solution where 
they provide low-cost products and offer repairs, as well as long-term payment options with fair 
interest rates. StS Foundation is a non-profit business looking to start a “library” of solar lamps that 
children can “check out” in order to do schoolwork at night. I would work on grant writing, 
resource/electricity mapping, marketing/advertising, creating PowerPoints and brochures, going on 
field visits and coordinating with schools. 
Goals 
1. Learn how to use profit motives to influence individuals to make environmentally conscious 
decisions in a for-profit model. 
2. Learn how to explore and live by myself in another country. 
3. Supplement my academic interests in environmental science, public health, biology, etc. with 
hands-on travel and work experiences abroad 

Devin Solanki 
Poornima Vijayashanker,  
Entrepreneurship & Electrical 
and Computer Engineering, 
Duke 

Entrepreneurship at TruBrain 

Michael Yang Exploring a New Field in a New Continent 



Nicolette Cagle, Nicholas School 
of the Environment, Duke 
 

During my Exploration Summer, not only will I be exploring a new career field, but also a new 
continent as a consulting intern at Oliver Wyman’s London Branch. For the first half of the 
summer, I will be working on partner development before transitioning to a consulting case. As a 
former pre-med student, I aim to explore the field of business firsthand to judge whether or not 
it fits well with my interests and characteristics, but to also improve my analytical thinking and 
teamwork skills and to leave a tangible impact. 
Goals 
1. Experience and attain a clearer picture of whether or not business is the right field for me. 
2. Learn to work in a team more effectively through better communication and distribution of 

work. 
3. Leave a lasting, tangible contribution at Oliver Wyman. 

 


