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Welcome Guide 2026

Now available at numerous locations

By Jack Criss
The Bolivar Bullet

Now in its 14th year, Coopwood Publishing Group is pleased to announce the 2026
Welcome Guide has been published. Available now, the 186-page publication
highlights and showcases many of the destinations in and around Cleveland and
throughout Bolivar County. The annual guide has become a trusted resource for
visitors and residents alike who want to learn more about the rich culture, history, and
attractions that make the community special.

As in past editions, the 2026 issue of The Welcome Guide opens with a look at the
history of Bolivar County before guiding readers through the many wonderful and
historic places and “must-see” stops any visitor to town would want to explore. From
museums and historic landmarks to dining, shopping, and entertainment options, the
guide provides helpful information for anyone planning time in the area. The



publication also highlights the unique
character of Cleveland and th
surrounding communities, offering |

@

readers a glimpse into what makes _'

the Mississippi Delta such a
memorable destination.

The Welcome Guide is distributed
throughout Cleveland and Bolivar
County and can be picked up at many
local merchants as well as at the
offices of the Cleveland-Bolivar
County Chamber of Commerce. Each
year, businesses throughout the
community proudly display copies for
visitors looking for helpful information
about the area. The photos throughout
The Welcome Guide are bright and
colorful, showcasing the talents of
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many locally based photographers. Their work captures the spirit of the Delta and the
beauty of the places that make Bolivar County unique.

Click here to continue reading
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PUT YOURSELF FIRST!

e Women’s Health

It’s your time

¢ Wellness, including AWV’s

¢ Contraceptive Management

* Medical & Plastic Surgery Consults )
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-'\\ Call (662) 756-4000 to schedule your appointment!
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FAMILY FRIENDLY | EARN MORE & REGISTER:
Runners of all ages, strollers,
and dogs are welcome. . ZOEMEANSLIFE.ORG/RUN4ZOE

_ GRANDOPENING -
MARCH 19TH
.10:30AM - 1PM

Open and fund a
Southern Bancorp Savings Account
and you could win a

$500 Certificate of Deposit!*

Southern —_—
BanCOI'p 400 E 2nd Ave | 662.398.5161

“Terms Apply. Full program details available at banksouthern.com/celebrate

Boyle Development Foundation

Non profit organization aims
to improve the town



By Scott Nelson
The Bolivar Bullet

Small town America has faced many challenges over the past decades. From the

mechanization of agriculture, industrial downsizing and the increase of corporate
control of commercial entities, many small towns across the country have literally
dried up. Happily, that is not the case for Boyle, Mississippi.

The town of approximately 500 residents located just south of Cleveland has been
blessed with community leaders who share a vision and passion for making their
hometown thrive. One of those leaders is Tara Utz Herrin, owner of Boyle’s popular
Catfish Cabin restaurant. She helped start a non profit 501-3C foundation. “Several
of us got together not too long ago to purchase a couple of lighted Christmas trees
for our green strip.

From there, the concept of citizens pitching in to donate and add more trees and
holiday decorations along with other community improvement projects, events and
partnerships was born,” said Herrin. To get started, she went to the Boyle city board
to share the idea and the foundation was launched. Currently, the foundation’s board
members are Tara Utz Herrin-President, Kris Yeager Prewitt-Vice President, Lisa
Regan Roark-Secretary/Treasurer, Susan Sizemore and Tabitha Estes Butler.

“Today, we are helping with several community improvement projects. Our donors
can use the amount they contribute for a tax write off so it benefits all parties,” she
added. Herrin is pleased to note the various activities the foundation helps sponsor
such as fundraisers, raffles, and the overall marketing of the town. She is especially
pleased the foundation helps support the annual Peavine festival. She remarked,
“Our town’s barbecue festival, scheduled this year for April 17th and 18th, is affiliated
with the well known Memphis Barbecue Network. As such, we get a strong group of



contestants.” Herrin also notes the festival offers food trucks, live entertainment, arts
and crafts and a variety of children’s activities.

Click here to continue reading
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300 CAMAL AVE, CLEVELAND, M5
& bed, 3.5 bath, $330a!
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BE WITHOUT
POWER

Unprepared for an outage? Not you. Never again.
A new generator secures your home with backup
power safely, providing the peace of mind you
need without the threat of issues that may arise
with older units. Check out our generator options
online today or call 662-843-3978.

ELECTRIC

WHEN IT HAS TO BE DONE RIGHT

ROBINSONELECTRIC.BIZ | 662-843-3978




BOLIVAR COUNTY HISTORICAL SOCIETY
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DELTA STATE UNIVERSITY CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
C.T. Salazar

THE HISTORY OF BAXTER HEALTH CARE
Dr. Charles Westmoreland

DALE EVANS & HER DELTA ROOTS

Nancy Armstrong

A MUSICIAL JOURNEY THROUGH THE DELTA
Jim “Fish” Michie

MOUND BAYOU MUSEUM of AFRICAN AMERICAN
CULTURE

Herman Joehnson

PROSPECT HILL PLANTATION —THE STORY of
LIBERATED SLAVES & THEIR RETURN TO AFRICA
Jessica Crawford

THE 1927 FLOOD
Anne Martin Vetrano

BAPTISM PHOTOS of HENRY ATKINS

Bolivar County Historical Society

EMMA LYTLE & THE PERTHSHIRE BAPTISMS
Nancy Armstrong

AMZIE MOORE & CIVIL RIGHTS

CT. Salazar

A Visit From The Smithsonian

Digital curation conversations in the Delta

By Lyndsi Naron
The Bolivar Bullet

When Paul Springer Jr. began the Robert S. Smith Fellowship for public history
graduates, he knew he wanted to dig into his families genealogy in the Mississippi
Delta.

Springer is a graduate of Fisk University. He obtained his master’s degree in public
history from Middle Tennessee State University and was admitted to the Fellowship
soon after graduating.

“The goal of the fellowship is to position early career, public history professionals,”
said Springer. “For my fellowship project, because the Smith Center focuses on
community curation, | wanted to do a community curation program from where my
folks were from, which is Gunnison.”



While he didn’t originally plan to involve the Smithsonian
more than necessary, once Springer dug in to the history of
his family he noticed some inconsistencies that needed to be
remedied.

“What | really wanted to do was figure out where I'm from
and learn a little bit more about my great grandfather who
passed away in 2017,” said Springer. “Then learn a little bit
about my family’s history.My entire family was raised there.
All of my maternal family pretty much graduated from
Rosedale High School.”

Springer set out “to create an intergenerational conversation”
amongst the people of the Delta through oral history
interviews.

‘I got to interview my aunt, my great aunt, and my
grandmother,” said Springer. “I got to talk to so many elders

in the community.”

Click here to continue reading

Springer

S. Williams

CLEVELAND AA MEETINGS

All Cleveland AA meetings are held at 400 North Sharpe Ave.

MON. 7:30 PM - closed meeting. TUE. 7:00 PM - open meeting. WED. 7:00 PM - closed meeting.
THURS. 7:00 PM - closed meeting. FRI. 6:00 PM - closed meeting.
SAT. 10:00 AM - open women's meeting. SAT. 7:00 PM - closed meeting. SUN. 4:00 PM - closed meeting.




4

LANDWORKS
DIRT WORK DONE RIGHT.

CIN[(CCRE EIRERT© RSN

662-/19-7481 - 662-588-2347 - 662-719-1580

MOVING INTO THE NEW MILLENNIUM WITH CONFIDENCE, ABILITY, AND YEARS OF PROVEN PERFORMANCE.

ROY COLLINS ., ., CLICKTO VISIT OUR WEBSITE
CONSTRUCTION COMPANY, INC. WWW.ROYCOLLINS.COM

CALLTODAY 662.843.5060




RN, Labor & Dell
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With state-of-the-art medical care,
compassionate support, and a team of
dedicated professionals, we are
committed to healing our community,
one patient at a time.

BolivarMedical.com

Bolivarl'
Medical N
Center

= SECURITY
&Y SERVIC

WHATWEDO:

INTRUSION ALARM SYSTEMS * VIDEQ SURVEILLANCE « DOOR/GATE ACCESS CONTROL INTERCOM
SYSTEMS « FIRE/LIFE SAFETY * MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT SERVICES + AUDIO/VIDEO SOLUTIONS...
ALL WITH INSTALLATION, SERVICE AND SUPPORT.

A VETERAN-OWNED BUSINESS PROUDLY BASED IN CLEVELAND AND SERVING MISSISSIPPI!
500 NORTH CHRISMAN AVE. | CLEVELAND, MS 38732 | MON-FRI: 8AM-5PM | AFTER HOURS BY APPOINTMENT | 662.843.7268

Sports

Friday

Baseball



Valdosta State 2, Delta State 1
Valdosta State 2, Delta State 1

Men's Tennis
Delta State 7, Alcorn Sate 0

Saturday

Baseball
Valdosta State 11, Delta State 4

Softball
Valdosta State 8, Delta State 3
Valdosta State 3, Delta State 2

Sunday

Softball
Valdosta State 12, Delta State 1

Monday

Tennis
Madison Ridgeland Academy 6, Bayou 3

Home Pesign at its Best
On staff interior and kitchen/bath designers

DECIGN CENTER with expert advice to help with your next project.
711 N. CHRISMAN | CLEVELAND | 66284358263 | BCLEVELAND LUMBER DESIGN CENTER




Home | Auto | Business | Farm | Workers Comp

Alex Janoush - Agent
CIRCA Cell: 662-719-0048

alex@rckins.com

Michael Whitten - Agent
Cell: 662-719-3112
michasl@rekins.com

The loe 1. Smith Residence

Rimmer-Child & Koonce

RCK

Insurance

Terry Burd - Agent
Cell: 662-641-01986
thurd@rckins.com

Anna Williams - Agent
Cell: 662-739-2003
anna@rckins.com

Average ER wait times

available online Click Here

Bolivarl,

Medical
Center

SMITH POINT

HUNTING CLUB
“TO BELIEVE IT, YOU HAVE TO SEE IT”

The hunt is over if you've been looking for an equity
P share-lype dub o enjoy the oukdoors the way its meant 1o be
enjoyed!

SMITH POINT HUNTING CLUB, in Bolivar County right

‘beside the greatest river of therm zll, the Misslssippi, has been

known for hunting whitetails for & very long time, but that's

just the beginning: not only is there deer hunting, the

property is great for tarkey, duck, hogs, dove, rabbit and
squirrel hunting, too.

With & gated entrance at the Mississippi Levee and over 10

miles of frontage alongside the river, you can also experience

gyrest fshing — like the munster catfish the Mississppi River

is famous for! Thene is also fantastic fishing to be had in O1d
River Lake,

Make memories with Fiends and Buniies al the SMITH

POINT HUNTING CLUE, too. In the summertime, theresa

giant sandbar along the rrver for the kids to camp or take part

in tans of outdoor activities. There is also a game center and
ten b condns om excellent food plots on site.

This incredible property is managed by a wildlific biologist

with a caretaker on hand to oversee, so i’ worry free! 4,263

+/- acres of pure omtdoars adventure and fun. An additionsl
2500 acres are alss mvailable.

Asking price for the
share is only $360K!

SERVING THE
MISSISSIPPI DELTA

+ DIVORCE & CHILD CUSTODY

« WILLS, TRUST AND PROBATE ﬂ
+ FARM & RESIDENTIAL TRANSACTIONS

+ PERSONAL INJURY
+ AUTO ACCIDENTS

Pervall & Jebfreys, A

Attorneys at Law

Povall & Jeffreys, P.A.
215 North Pearman Ave

F.O. Drawer 1199

Cleveland, Ms. 38732

P: 662.843.9948 | F: 662.843.9957

& TODD JEFFREYS
‘Legal Coumel
sl ayrtelio

MCNEER

(662) B43-5336 (p)
(662) B43-5357 (f)
MINI STORAGE
Residential, Commercial
& Climate Control

Monday - Friday 9-12, 1-4:30
inistorage.com

* U Store It-U Lock It-U Keep the Key
* We sell boxes and moving supplies

811 N. Chrisman Ave
Cleveland, MS 38732

Blast to the Past

D] KHOCERT




The first graduating class of Delta State Teachers College, the Class of 1928

Standing: President William Marion Kethley, Ina Mae Webb (Cleveland), Marguerite
Lenore Zeigel (Cleveland), Louise Griffin (Shelby), Mattie Lou Meador (Cleveland),
Margaret Bedwell (Cleveland), Laura Avis Adams (Merigold), and Dean William
Howard Zeigel

Seated: Roberta Lois Ming (Shelby), May Earl Sneed (Pontotoc), Francis L. Shelton
(Lambert), Mary Elizabeth Bedwell (Cleveland), Cleone Wilson Tranum (French

Camp), and Cora Charlotte Ervin (Cleveland)

Not pictured: Lottie Mae Nichols (Pace)

Community Calendar



Every Second Tuesday

Glen Crosby Unit 165 American Legion Auxiliary Monthly Meeting
12:00 noon @ The American Legion Hut

Every Wednesday

Family Dinner & Kids Jam
6:00 p.m. @ Morrison Chapel Baptist Church
For more information, visit https://www.morrisonchapelbc.com

Every Thursday

Al-Anon - For Relatives and Friends of Alcoholics
7:00 p.m. at 400 N Sharpe
Call 662-846-1132 for more information

Every Friday

Al-Anon - For Relatives and Friends of Alcoholics
6:00 p.m. at 400 N Sharpe
Call 662-846-1132 for more information

March 13, 14, 20

"Oasis in Space" Planetarium Show
March 13 @ 6:30 p.m., March 14 @ 2:30 p.m., March 20 @ 6:30 p.m.
@ DSU Wiley Planetarium

March 19

Waka Flocka Flame
8:00 p.m. @ DSU Coliseum

March 21

The Mississippi Delta Chapter of The Links, Inc.
is Sponsoring a Black Family Wellness Expo



@ Andrew McQueen, Jr. Civic Center, Greenwood

Alumni Association Pet Parade
11:00 a.m. @ DSU Quadrangle

March 23-27

"45 Years of Wiley Planetarium: Our Past, Presentm, and 3D Future"
Planetarium Show
March 23 and 26 @ 6:30 p.m., March 27 @ 6:00 & 7:30 p.m.
@ DSU Wiley Planetarium

March 27

Alumni Association Service Awards
6:00 p.m. @ DSU Kent Wyatt Hall
Click here for tickets

April 9

Kansas
7:30 p.m. @ BPAC

April 11

Delta State Golf's Dunning Cup
9:00 a.m. @ Cleveland Country Club

Centennial Under the Stars
6:00 p.m. @ Parker-McCool Football Stadium
Click here for tickets

April 14

Magic School Bus
6:00 p.m. @ BPAC

April 21



Taj Mahal
7:30 p.m. @ BPAC

April 23

DSU Bolivar County Alumni Chapter Crawfish Boil
5:30 p.-m. @ Hugh Ellis Walker Alumni House Parking Lot
Click here for tickets

April 23-24

"Birth of Planet Earth" Planetarium Show
6:30 p.m. @ DSU Wiley Planetarium

Click Here to Submit information for the Community Calendar
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